
f&GreenFaith

THEOLOGICAL STATEMENT ON STEWARDSHIP OF CREATION

by Reverend Myrna Bethke

presented to Church Council on August 24, 2009

"In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. ...God

saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good."

In the beginning God spoke and all that is was called into being. Out of the void, out of chaos

creation happened. The book of Genesis records this creation in two different stories, one a story

about the goodness of all creation, the second a story of brokenness. God created human beings and

gave us power over all creation. This is a power, I believe, that calls us to be keepers of God's creation

in ways that continue the goodness that God saw in creation.

The church is the body of Christ, and as such we are charged with living in ways that show others

God's love and power. A part of this is how we treat the created order. How we care for the

environment, the decisions we make about what we will use, what we will consume are a statement on

how well we live out the mandate found in the first story of creation.

As a part of our task we acknowledge our failures, finding our story in the brokenness of Adam and

Eve's experiences. We admit to participating in the destruction of our environment, overusing

resources, and not caring for things as well as we should.

The United Methodist Church of Red Bank has pledged to become a Green Faith congregation. We

will strive to take seriously God's charge to humanity that was begun in creation. We will acknowledge

the ways we have participated in the current state of our environment. With God's help we will work

towards reversing such destructive habits and patterns not only at an individual level, but also on

systemic levels.


